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was considersd an appropriate one for family re.
anions—a costom which lias long provailed in New
Kogiand and In other portions of the country, The
children of the household, who tave been seattered
here and there by that eminently Anierican spirit of
ramily diaintegration, by the prevalenoe of which
alope hins the vast extent of our territory been so
thoronghly settied In 80 short o space of time, em-
brace the occasion, In preéference to all othera of the
year, to gather around the parental table, and there
recall Insocinl converse the joys and sorrows of by.
gone days, From this custom, more than from any
other, perhaps, the modern Thankagiving has de-
rived the somowhst lereligioud character which now
digtinetly marks (6, Fan apd frivollty, instead of
devolion and sobriety, are the only aspeots which it
agstimes to many miods  To ensble each to cele-
prate the event In & mannst (o accordance with thelr
tastes, places of amusements of all Kinds and charac.
pers greet the denizens of the clty with open doors.
Double, and even triple bille; are favorite schemes,
by resorting to whilch theatrival muongers and show.
men o general nave found it easy to replenish their
purses,
Tts History.

Frota the earliest times of our Indepondent nn-
tiopal extstence Thankegiving day has been obe.
gerved I some way or otlior in at ienst some por.-
tion of the country. It was, at the very outset, more
of a national observianes, as the history shows: then
¢fme to be the great day for certaln sectlons, belng
more thorotughly observidd In some parta than in
others, und was appointeldl by the Governors of dlites
rent States ndependently of ench other. 1t has now
agaln Decomo & natlonal holklay, appointed by the
Prestdent of the United States, with the concurrence
of the Governors, Thus (8 true charsster should
always be preserved. 1t s distinotively an American
Institution, aud shonld be observed by all Americans

in concert,
The First Natlonnl Thanksgiving, December
1™ 1 T
The first nutional Thanksgiving dntes back to the

third year of our Revolutlonnry war
Oitober 31,
solutlon -

Shesalted, That & commitiee of thrée be nppolnted
to prepare a réecommendation to the severnl Stntes
to set apart o day for thanksgiving for the signal
success lately obiained over the enemies of these
I nited Stats.”

As Washington was then on his dreary march to
Valley Forge, it might have been thought that the
rebellious colonists had but little in the way of suc.
cess for which they could reasonably be expected
to give thanks, Yet Trenton and Princeton had
been fought, and the enemy held at bay, If nothing
more: while nr Sarastoga, the army of Burgoyne had
gurrendered to a8 man.  And such was the falth of
tliose herole men o the righteous cause which they
upheld, that even such falnt glimmers of light were
viewed as hernlding the coming dawn., S0 Samuel
Adums, B, H, Lee, and Mr, Roberdesn were duly ap-
polnted on  the committee for drafting  the
document, and by them Thoarsday, the 10th day
of December following, wad recommended fo be
set apart “lor solemn thanksgiving pud praise,”

By further order of Congress, duplicates of this
recominetidintion, signed by their President, were
forwarded to the severnl States, and to Geperals
Washington and Gates, the latter of whom at that
time held the chief command (1 the Southern army.
Henry Laurens, then President of Cougress, in trans.
mitting this recommendation to the Governors, ofi-
clully requested them to secure the adoption of such
meastures a8 would cause ench State to join heartily
in the celebration.

The obseryance of the day in the main army under
Washington was particularly Impreasive, The Com-
mander-in-Chief halted his whole column, and re-
quested every ofMeer and soldler “to attend, with
roverence, the golemnities of the day.” The chaplain
of each brigade conducted religious services, which
were (nlly attended; and thus the world was pres
sented with a scene which, for moral grandenr, has
but few counterparts in history.

The Second Natlonnl Thanksgiving, Docember
30, 179,

About a year subsequent to this event, Congresd
adopted n slmilar meusure, recommending that
Wodnesday, December 80, 1775, be s8¢t apart “to be
observed a8 a day of public thankggiving and praise,
that all the people may, with united hearts, on that
day, express o Just sense of God's unmerited favors,
particularly that it has pleased Him, In HIs overrul-
{ng Providence, to supporf us in a jost and neces-
sary war for the defense of our righta and libertics,
4y affording us seasonable supplles for our armies,
sy digposing the heart of a powerful monarch to
yater into an alliance with us and our canse, by de-
eating the counsels and evil desigus of our enemles,
wndd giving us victory over their troops, and by the
wntinuance of that Union among these States
which, by His blessing, will be their future strength
and glory.”

p Congress likewise set apart, as a day of national
Thanksglving, Thursday, December 9, 1779,

e -
Thankaat v o mber 3, Sy a0, o ' T

On the 18th of October, 1780, Congress again re-
commended that Thursday, the Tth of December
following, be observed as & day of thanksgiviog to
Almighty God for the blessings with which He had
crowned the nation, “more especlally,” o the reso.
lution ran, *in the late interposition of 1is watch-
ful Providence in resculng the person of our Com-
mander-in-Chiet and the army from imminent
danger, At 4 moment when trepson was ripensd for
execution.” - LY

H > 0T ‘orne
“aukm'm.wmil:.n:ll ﬁﬁ‘r:m.;!. &

Still recognizing the hand of Providence, a8 muani-
festly interfering in behslf of the cause of lndepen-
dence, Congress agaln recommended as a day of
Thanksgiving for the capture of Lord Cornwallls
and his army, Thursday, the 18th of December,
1871,

The proclamation of this Thanksgiving belng
nulque, nnd not belog often met with, we copy It In
full, It is from the HMpeeman's Jomeaal, published n
Phtladelphis, October 81, 1781 :—

Proclnmntion,

Whereas It has pleased Almighty Gord, the Father
of Mercies, remarkably to assist aud support the
United states of Amerlea ln thele important strugale
for liberty against the long continued efores of a
powerful natiomn, itis the duty of ull ranks to observe
and thaukfully seknowledge the interpuosition of His
providence lu thelr behalf, ‘Through the whole of
the contest, from its risc to this tima, the influence
of Divine Providence may be clearly perecived in
many signal instances, of which we mention but &
2 }vn revealing the councils of our enemics when the
digcoveries were geasonuble nnd tmportant, and the
means were lnadequate or fortuitons:—

In preserviog and lmproving the union of the
peveral States, on the bresch of woleh our enemies
placed the groatest dependunce, I

In increasing the uumbér, and adding to the zeal
and attachment of the friends of lberty,

fn granting remarkable deliverances, and blesain
us wlﬂx the most signul Bnccsss, whon aifalrs seemec
to have the most disngrecsble ApPearunocs,

In mslu.g up for us u powerful and generous ally
in one of the trat of Baropean powers,

In confounding the counsels of our enemics, aud
suffering them to porsne such measures as have
most directly coutribfited to frustrate thelr own
desires and expoctations. Ahove all,

1n thelr exirems cruelty to the inhabltants
of these when in their power ; and thelr pavage
devastation of property, the very means of cementing
our union, and sAAing Vigour o every eifort in oppos
Eition to them.

And as we cannot help leading the good people of
these states Lo B u-tmut;mt of the svents which have
taken place since the beginning of the war; 50 we
recommend 0 & particular IWANDEr Lo their phserya-
tlon the goodness of God in the Year Now advancing
ton colltl?lottl..dnn:

m‘l'ge confederation of the united stalef gy peen
compleated :

m‘l‘":lull;huun been 0 MANY INSLANCES Of Profagy
and success (n our armies, particalarly in this SOk,
ern stales, where, notwithstanding the dificuition
with which they had to struggle, they have m.‘-_:v’urc-i
the whole confiitry which the enemy had overran,
them oulyhl POSE GF (WO 0N OF NoAr fhe sel !

I o

n "

We have been 8o powerfolly and effectually ns-
slated by our allles 10 1o all” the coujunct opers-
tiona the most perfect burmony has subsisted 1o the
llllt;d urm‘z:

whiol .

There hna been 81 plemifal a harvest, and vo

L abupndanuoe of the frulisol the carth of every
ind, a8 not only enables Ul £ sopply the wants of
the army, bat givea comfort Akl luppiness 1o the
whole people ;

O LFelduy,
T, Congress adopred the followlng ri-

In which
After the sicoens of our alljes by ses, a general I
of the first rank, with hin whoie army, has hoen onp-

tured by the allied forces, under the direction of oar
commander-dn-chief,

It I8 therefore recommended to the several States
to 8ot apart the THIRTEENTH DAY of DRUEMBER NBXT,
1o be religlously observed as a day of THANKSOIVING
And PRAYRR, that all the people may nasemble on
that dny, with grateful henrts to celebrate the praises
of our Gracious Benefpctor; to confess our manifold
sing, to offer up our most fervent supplications to tho
God of all grace—that It may please him to pardon
our offences and incline our hearts for the future to
keep his laws—to comfort and relleve ail our breth.
ren who are In distress or captivity—to prosper our
hushandmen, and give success to all engaged in
Inwiul commerce—to (mpart wisdom nod integrity
to our counseilors, judgment and fortitude to our
ofMeers and soldiers—to protect and pmﬂrer one
Mustrions ally, and favor onr united exertions for
the speedy estubishment of o safe, honorable, and
lasting peace—to nless all samiparies of learniog,
nnd cause the knoiledge of God ta gover the sarth as
the vaters cover the »ont

Done In Congress this twenty-slxth day of October,

in the year of our Lord oue thousand seven han-

drod and elghty-one, sl n the sixth yenr of the

Independeonce of the United States of Amerlea.
TroyMas M'KRAN, President,

Attest —CHARLES THOMS0ON, Secretary.

Other Revelutlonary Thanksgivings.

At the conclusion of the war, Congress set apart
the second Thursday of Decombur, 1758, for thanks.
giving, on account of the “‘cessation of all hostilities
Iry Sea and land.’

Thursday, October was sinbsequently
chosen by 4 committer of the aslogates of the States
then assembled in the Constitutionnl Conventlon,
for returning thapks for the general pacification
which then prevalled throughout the world, and par-
ticnlarly on account of the “definitive treaty of
peace between the United States of America and his
Britannic Majesty, wheraby a finisiing touch was
put to the great work of peace, and the irecdom,
sovereignty, and independence of these Stotes fully
aml completely established,

it Thinrgdny, November 86, 1730, another national
Thanksglvivg was observed, on the recommendation
ol Congress,

The First Thanksziving by Prestdentinl Procine
mutlon, Febironry 19, 1793,

Congress being, hitherto, the supreme executive,
ud well as the sapreme leglsiative branch of the Govs
ernment. it had fallen wivhin (ta sphere to eatablish
the nutional Thanksgiving: Dut, daring the Presi-
dency of Washington, the suppression of the Whisky

tehellion i Western Pennsvivania wis considervad
by him a8 an occasion wloch warranted a shiimilar
obgservance, Ile therefore set apart Thuraday,
February 19, 1795, as 4 day of Thunksgiving *‘for
the seasonable contiol which had Leen given toa
apirit of discord, in the suppression of tie jate insar.
rection,”

Thanksgiving for the Closs of the War of 1512.

The close of the second war with Great Britain
was also recognlged by the pational authorities as
an npproprinte occnsion for the return of thanks by
the entire nation.  President Mudlgon thercfore, by
request of Congress, set apart the second Thursday
fn April, 1515, as o duy of thanksgiving, “‘more espe-
cinlly for the restoration of the hlessings of peace,”

From that date up the ontbreak of the late
Southern Rebelllon, we Lelleve there were no regu-
Wy Thanksgiving davs recommended by nationad
authority. The nation, At tines, was caided upon to
engage in fasting und prayer for the averting of
threatened disasters,

During tnis [nterval some of the States, especially
in New England, observid veuarly thanksgivings by
prociamations 1 each particnlar Commonwealth,
but the day was not universally Kept uptll the
Nutionnl Thanksgivings During the Great Re-

bellion.

If ever the American people had reason to betruly
thankful for the interposition of Providence (o thelr
national afairs, it was surely for the glorious victo-
ries which our armies achieyved from time to time
over the forces of slavery ami gecession, Mr. Lin-
coln clearly recognized this fact, and as soon as the
loyal troops had obtained a substautial success he
fsgued a proclamuation for this purpose. It Lore the
date of April 10, 1502, and appolnted the Sunday
following its recelpt a8 u day of thanksgiving for the
victories of Mill Spring, Fort Donelson, Pittsburg
Landing, and Pea Ridge, The remembrance of
these events is still fresh La the mind of every loyal
man, and It needs no word of ours to recall the
heartfelt gratitnde with which the loyal nation then
bowed In prayer and thanks,

Mr. Lincoln’s next proclamation of this character
fixed Thuraday, the 6th of August, 1508, as a ‘‘day
for pational thanksgiving, pralse, aud prayer,” for
the sigual victoriea of Gettysbhurg and Vicksburg,
achieved on the provious antiveraury of our national
Independence,

Thursday, November £5, 1364, the next national
festival of the kind, was an occasion of mingled
fasting and prayer, a8 well a8 of thanksgiving; as
the I'resident then requested the people to “otfer ap
peultent and ferveunt prayers and supplloations to
the Great Disposer of Events {or a return of the ines-
timable Llessings of peace, unlon, and harmony
thiroughout the land, which it has pleased Him to
nsslgn as a dwelling-place for ourselves and for our
posterity throughout all generations.”

e custom thus happlly inaugurated by his prede-
cesgor was followed by Mr, Johnson, on his acces-
slon to the Presidential chair. In his proclamation
setting apart Thuraday, the 7th of December, 1565, a8
a duy of Natlonal Thanksgiving, he enumersted the
following as among the blessings for which the
nationshould be truly thaukfal to an all-merciful
Godl:—

“It has pleased Almighty God, during the year
which {5 now coming to an end, o relleye our be-
loved country from the fearful sconrge of civil war,
and to permit us to seoure the hll.‘»alnfn ol peace,
anity, and harmony, with a great enlurgement of
civil lberty,

“Our Heavenly Father has also, during the year,
graciouslv averted from ns the culamity of foreign
war, pestilence, and famine, while our granaries are
full of the frodts of an sbundant season,”

And as 4 crowning argoment for the observance
of this time-honorad custam. he recatled the muxim
that “Righteousness exalteth o nation, while sin 18
# repropch to uny people.”

In the following yvear, President Jolinson called for
the observance of the g0th day of November, 1506,
The special blessings of the year were summed up
in the contemporary proclamation of Governor
Curtin

The people of the Commonwealth were called upon
to “make thely humble thank-offering to Almighty
Giod for His blessings during the past year.

“ior the abuadant gathered frults of the earth.

“For the thus (ar continued activity of \adustry.

“'For the general preservation of health,

“And especlally for that in His divine mercy He
Liath stayed the threatened pestilence,”

From that time to this the Executive has con-
tinued pninterruptedly the custom rst inaugurated
by President Lincoln, President Grant’s proclama-
tion for the present vear we append, 48 appropriate
In this connection :—

' L
Thanksgiving .’S‘L“.‘il?';‘?i’:‘is%.‘“ Presiden
By the President of the Undted States: —

A PROULAMATION,

The year which (3 drawiog to u close has boeen free
from pestilence. Health has prevailed throughout
the land, Abupdant crops rewnard the labors of the
pusbandman, Commerce and manofactures have
successrully prosecated their peaceful paths, ‘The
mines aud forests buve ylelded iberally, The nation
has Inereased in wenlth and (n strengeh.  Peace has

revalled, and ita blessipgs have advanced every

uterest of the people fn every part of the Unlon,
Harmony and fraternnl Intercodrse restored, are
obliterating the marks of the pasi confilol and es-
trangement,  Burdens linve been lghtened; means
fnerensed ; civil and rellglous liberty I8 secured to
every lnhabitant of the land, whose soll 18 trod gx
pone but frecmen, It bocomes & poople thus favor

to make acknowledgment to the Supreme Author
from whom such Liessings fow, of thelr titade
and thelr dependence ; to remder praise and thaoks-
iving for the sume, and deyoutly to implore a con-

B oL Ulyabes 8. Grunt, President of the

l"'Illﬁml Btutes, a0 recommend that Thursday, the

158 duy of November next, be obperved 83 o day of

thin fving and of prase anl of prayer Lo Alnighty
Ul'l"it e Creator and the Ttuler of the Unlverse;
W,

Seconda 1 qq further recommend to all the people
of the Unites peeny to assembte on that day in thelr
gocustmed zfmi of public worstup, and to unite
0 the LOWGES g ea praige due to e boaatifal
Pather of all MWagoy nivd i ervant proyer for the

coutinuance of thitwgicairyl hlessiogs e has vouoh-
safed Lo us 08 0 POOT,,

In testimony whereof, 1 have herounto st my hand

and caused the seal of the Unlted states
o to he affixed the fifth day of October
| | A D one thousand eight hundred and
(T sixty-nine, anf of the Independence of the
- Urited  8tated of America the ninety-

fourth, L, 8 GRANT,

By the President :—

1ANILTOR Fisy, SBecrotary of State,

Governor Geary's prociamintion, save the addition
of a few worda, recites subslantally the same thing.
Tts Obsvervaroe in Olden Times
wad In no especinl particnlar dferent from that
which gow prevalle, though In the manper and de-
gree of the obiervance 11 was very dissimilar. In
the early days of New England history It was un-
doubtedly more austere than at present, It was ne-
cesgarily tinctured by all the geverity which then
marked the Parltan character and tralning. In the
poritan creed (dleness was sot down as “'the worst
form of original 8in,” aud frivolity did not hold o
much higher rank, Heoce Thanksgiving Day was
about the buslest atd the soberest of all the year:
and 1ts maln feature lu the days of the Mathers con.
alsted of a doctrinal sermon of from two to four
houra’ duration. But this was compensated for, in
some measiure, by the roval fenst to which all the
members of the family cirele sat down upon I8 ¢on-

clusion. As Bancroft has aptly sall;—

YA lovely ploture of progperity, plety, and domestic
happineds was pregented, Every family was taught
to look up to Goll as to the fountaln of il good; yet
life wns not sombre. The spirit of frolic mingled
with Innocence ; religion [tsell sometimes wore the
garh of gavety, and the annual thanksgiving te
Giod was, from prindtive times, as joyous as (U wns
alncere,’

The Puritan character, as resulting from the
peculiar training to which o child was lnvariably
fubjected, hns been vividiy portrayed by the late
Dr. Brainerd, in his “Life of John Brainerd, the
Misslonary :—*

HIta activity was bifss, [t8 growth was a spring of
Iife; ita achlevemoents were victories, Each day
garpcred some beneflt; and rising e, marked
by successive accumulations, left o smile on the
consclence, and bright sl reasonable hopes for the
future,

SEVeE might hiave desired that this Puritan trilning
had left ohlidliood a little Jarger fndalgence—had
looked with intercst gt present enjoyment g% woll as
ut fature good—had smiled a little more lovingly on
the innocent gambols, the ringing lnughter, the Irre-
presaiblemirth of bovhood : and el frowned leks
severely on imperfections clloging to homan nature
Itsell.  We night think that, by insisting too muach
on obligation, and too little on privilege—too much
on the law, and too [Ittle on the gospel=too much on
the severdty and too Htde on tne goodness of the
Delty, the consclence miy have been stimalated at
the expense of the atections, and men Ottsd for
another world at an unoecessary sacrilive of thelr
aminbility and happiness in the present life.  But in
leaving this Paritan training, the world *has gone
further and fared worse,’'

From this description let ua draw the pioture of
how the day passed formerly, and how now. We
take New England as the distinctive type, becanse
in the older time Thanksgiving was the only grent
religions and socinl fesvival in (ts ealendor, and
therefore n more correct subject for comparlaon,
The clty s also the type of the present, the country
of the past, We need not go very far back to tind a
diference, though the country folk have not degene-
rated to such an extent asthose of the city.

The Former Pleture.

For weeks before, prepiarations are carrled on to
the greatest extent,. The honsewife has her hands
completely full. Mince ples are to be made, apple ples,
pumpkin ples, custards, puddings, and cookery of all
Kinds, Members of the family are called to place
violent hands upon the turkeys, which for months
lefore have been (attening in anticipation of the
event. The cries of the lackless birds are disre-
garded, The hearts of the persecutors are hardened
by the thoughts of the good things to come, The
cold steel enters—the deed (8 done!

Then comes the pleking by other members, The
feathers 1y, and the bosom 18 lnid bare, which bejore
was coverdd with the downy coat. The pride of the
rarm-yard has fallen. He s doomed, If not toa
flery death at a stake, at least to a slow bhut most
certain roasting. The cluer-kegs are tapped aod
ready, The apple-bins are all amwd running over,
The logh are split, the hearth s swept, and all things
are ready,

The eve brings the strangers (rom afar, A brother
comes from abroad; another from the far West
One comes from his merchandise ; another from his
profession. The sister comes with her family of it~
tle ones, Old Uncle Bil, a4 the youngstery call him,
that fussy old bachelor, slways welcome, comes and
takes his place among the rest.  All gather about the
fire, by which sit grandfather and grandmother, and
all are right royally welcomed by Uncle Fred, and
Uncle Fred's wife, Aunt Fred, who Inhabit the old
homestead, The old honse expands and stretohes
out ita arms to hold them all. How they all squeeze
in! There {5 always room,

Bright and ¢arly on the morning of the Sabbath-
Ilke day the honsehold s astir. The bustle of the
breakfust 18 (18 noticeable feature. It 18 caused by
tho questions, the greetings, the general animated
conversation of the newly-met friends.

Dreakfast over, preparations for the great event of
the day—the dinner—are Immediately begun.

Aunt Fred stuys at home all the morning to see
that all things go well. The rest pair off and take
thelr way to the meeting-house,

What a sight 18 there! The place (8 rall, Aunt
Lucy goes up the alsle with Uncle Obadiah, Uncle
Samuel takes the pretty Aunt Fan, and leads by the
hand Cousin Jerry, a little mischlevous, curly-headed
boy, Aunt Fan's youngest, Cousin Jerry looks sober,
but the spirit 18 in him, for a8 he follows in the train
he accidentally knocks against Cousin Kate, aged
ten years, much to the iudignation of that yonng
lady, and 18 rewarded with a Killlng smile for his
pains, The procession belng seated, we walt in
awful expectation. At length a rap 18 heard. It
comes from the organ-loft. A note from a pitch-
pipe, & chord sounded from the singers, and the
choir is underway. How they roll and tremble, as it
were, (o thelr efforts to bring harmony out of dis-
cord! What a gaplng silence when they are done!

And now the pastor rises, He 18 a good man, and
a devout man, though pecullar, With nis well-re-
membered nasgal tone he asks 4 blessing on the
asdgembled people, and then he glves the hymn.
Agaln he prays, again the pltch-pipe, agaln the
strivings of the choir as they work through with
Yooronation,” “Geneva,” “Antloeh,” or the like,
helped on by the efforts of the congregation,

When the sermon comes, what u setcling into eusy
corners there 18! What steadyinga of hewds on
hands, what feelings for foot-cushions and arrang-
ings of hats and umbrellas! O, ye youngsters, how
can ye stand {t! O balmy sleep, why will ye not
come and close my eves, or if perchapoe balmy
Bleep does happen to come, why, ye nmbrellas, aud
hymu-hooks, and elbows, do ye poke us so anuer-
cifully in the side and drive him away!

How comforting the thonght that all things earthly
must have an end ! When the “lastly” is announced,
see the people spring into new life. See themn ralse
themselves, rub thelr eyes, wipe thelr glasses, or
draw thelr breath, One might think that they were
all mightily relleved.

After some final remarks by the choir and the
shaking of hands Incldental to the close of a
Thanksgiving service, we adjourn to dinner. We
younaters scamper home one after the other. What
& glad time It 18!

And the dinner—but who can describe that ? How
we do cat, to be sure! How we have ourown fun,
each In his own way! How we laugh and shout!
Who can control us? What havoe we do make with
the ples and good things! We think not of the doc-
tor to come,

And the evening, how far superlor to the dipner!
10 we have games? Certaloly, Does not sobor Aunt
Jennie actually play hunt the slipper; and do not
other sober aunts and uncles really Kiss each other
i fun, just as If they were boys and girls? They
most certainly do, We laugh and have our own de-
light In the matter.

Whetn the evening |s over, can we go (o sleap?
Never, Bot still somehow we do go to sleep, and
Wake up on the morrow to say good-bye to the annts
and uncles pnd cousing, npd to hope for the quist
pussnge of another year, We all remember how
Ehose Thuukegivings were pussed.

The Presont.

Now look on this pleture sftor bhaviug l0oked on
that, We are now men sod wommen, and Our young-
grers, In tury, are aronnd us, The present Thouks-
Bivihg s in this manuer,

On the day befote, OF Bboner, (t becomes necAssAry
L0 procure the bird of the senson. A consultation is
held 04 to the amount o e oxpended in the pure
ohnae. .\«m-msnltpvm~ of one |5 sont out 1o report.
The report proving favorable, a bargaln is completed
after much hoggling about price, punching of bronst
bones, and pulling of drum-stjeks, Then the bird 18
lugged home in trivmph, tighuy packed ln s medium-
sized market-basket, along with buttor, eggs, pota-
toes, and other market produce, Arrangements
being thus completed, the fAuy beging much the same
a8 any other day, At the family breakfast, Mater-
familing snys to Patorfamilas:..

::Qre you guln_n to chareh to-duy, my dear?"

N0, my love, " returns Paterfumilias.

“Golog to stay at home anag rest yoursalf, my
dear " = :
tn:':l'ﬂ,;',mrnmms A sarcagtieally. *“Went down

' 08, you know. Yon gee, my love, we are
awfully busy. ¥Fact I8, don't know whether we're on
hends or heels,

“But you'll be home early to-night 7
“You know our party to-muight,”

“Oh! hang parties! Why we—faot i, forgot all
about party, Couldn't put it off, could you 7 Very
inconvenient to be here,” ’

At this juncture M. I, looky up alarmed,

“Pat it oif? 'Why how come you to think of such
athing ¢ You know we hayve—"

“Well, well, my love, don't mention t," [nterrupts
P. F.; Yonly spoke of it vou know: ‘speot I can be
home; mont nwiully Inconvenient though :* and
with these mmtaal greetings the morning meal s
enten,

Church is next in order, Mother and dnnghters
are fully rigged and tqulpped, and start ror the
sacred edifice.  Kid gloves, fine feathers, gilt-edge
hooks are the worthy sccompaniments of the day:
but they are all. The sumptuoas and epsc-provok-
ing pews hold but a sorry number of wor
shippers, The organ peals ity grandest noies of joy,
but the sounds fall on the ears of thankless hearers.
The finest alngers have taken the place of the
cotntry choir, but the method of pralsing 18 not
superior. The pastor's shorter sermon (s more
wolghty than the long oratlon, but the listeners nre
few. The thanks necessary to the day are given by
the men, by proxy, through their wives and dangh-
ters, and they by proxy refer It to the pald pastor,
ormt‘nlht, and cholr, What a mighty thank-offering
Itis!

The Thankdglving dinner, like the other, 18 inde-
seribable, but only on account of Its great similarity
to other dinners on other and commoner days, The
father comes home, and dines at the fashionable
hour, There is no extra family gathering, no extra
Jollifieations ensue, for every one (8 saving up for the
evening.

In place of the romps and games, and mighty
mirth of the former time, we huve o regoiar bullt
formal party., Jones 8 invited, Smith 18 Invited,
Brown is invited, as (8 also Green. Brown, Smith,
Jones, and Green all come,

The Migses Smith are formidably arrayed in satin
and lace, the Misses Jones in lace and satin. The
white-gloved Miss Brown {5 formally introduced to
the white-gloved Mr, Robingon, and the much-friz-
2led Miss Hobinson I8 treated In the same manner to
hatr-oil-bedewed Mr. White. Miss Lolypop waltzes
with Mr. Polywog. Mr, Polywog compliments Miss
Lolypop on her waltzing, Paterfamiilas and mater-
familing are on hand, snd hold thelr positions with
great stateliness, P. F. shakes hands with the
guests, one and all; M. F. llkewise. P. F., kindly
informs his next nelghbor what the condition of the
weather has been all day. The next neighbor Kindly
nequiesces, Both hem and haw, and then separate,
The next man who comes in contact with the head
of the house reccives the same (nformation, and
makes the same answer; then they both hem and
haw, and separate. The M. I, tells everybody that
it 8 & fine evening; everybody thinks &0, Y00,

The refreshment tables are ample, and do full jus-
tice to the reputation of the house, Mr. So-and-so
tukes wine with Mr. So.and-so. Mrs, Somebody s
helped to cream by Mr. Somebody, Miss Anybody
spllls the contents of her sancer into her lap, and Mr.
Anybody mixes It up with his pocket-handkerchief,
Mr. Hogg eats like a pig.  Mr. Plgg drinks like a hog,
In fact, ail are nncommonly hungry and thirsty,

With these and like amusements the evening 18
spent, notll the fddles squenk out, the Aancers re-
tire, the giuttons are full, carriages drive away, the
lights are out, and the house cloged for the night.

The next morning finds n late breakfast, feasters
with worn.out looks and disheveled tollet, pater-
familias thinking of the money, and the family gene-
rally almost wishing that another Thanksgiving
would never come,

The Futare.

The ploture of the present 18 probably overdrawn,
but it may auswer its purpose. It may keep us from
imitating, to & greal extent, the customs there set
down.

Let us not do away with the good things of the
old nor those of the new order. But let us banish
allke all barbarous and unworthy practices, whether
old or new. Let us kKeep the day as Christian people,
in a rutional manner. Let us Keep in mind its reli-
glous character 88 well as (ts secular; but let us
make It no sober fast-day, from which all pleasare
and amusement are banished. Our rensons for thank-
fulness is ample. If we forget the thanks perhaps
the giver may foget the gifts.

The present national character of the day, as
shown by the precedents of several former years,
ahould never be allowed to fall into disuse. Thanks-
glving to Americans should be a8 nutlonal as Inde.
pendence Day, Lot no incumbent of the Presiden-
tial ehalr, through neglect, allow the custom to fall
into disuse, Let it never again become & sectional,
but always a distinctive American national [nstita.
tion.
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FINANODIAL.

A RELIABLE HOME INVESTMENT.

THE FIRST MORTGAGE BONDS

oF TUR

Wilmington and Reading Railroad,

BEARING INTEREST

o —

At SEVEN PER CENT. in Currency,

PAYABLE APRIL AND OCTOBER, FREE OF
STATE AND UNITED STATES TAXES,

This road runs throngh a thickly populated and
rich agricultural and manufacturing distriot.

For the present, we are offering a limited amount

the acove Bonds at

85 CENTS AND INTEREST.

The connection of this road with the Pennsylvanis
and Reading Rallroads insures it & large and remo-
nerative trade, We recommend the bonds as the
cheapest first-claas investment In the market,

WM. PAINTER & CO,,

DANKERS AND DEALERS IN GOVERNMENTS,

No. 36 SOUTH THIRD STREET,
941281 PHILADELPHIA,

UNITED STATES BONDS

BOUGHT, S8OLD, AND EXCHANGED ON MOST
LIBERAL TERMS,

G O 1. D

BOUGHT AND SOLD AT MARKET RATES. COU-
PONS CASHED,

PACIFIC RAILROAD BONDS
BOUGHT AND SOLD,
s T O C K S
BOUGHT AND SOLD ON COMMISSION ONLY.
COLLECTIONS

MADE ON ALL ACCESSIBLE POINTS,

DE HAVEN & BRO,

No. 40 South THIRD S8treet,

¢ PHILADELPHIA,
B K JAMISON & ©O0.,
SUCCUESSORS TO
P. F.

EELLY & 00,

Bankers and Dealers im

Gold, Silver, and Government Bonds,

AT ULOSEST MAREET RATES,

N.W.Corner THIRD and CHESNUT Sts,

Bpecial attention given to COMMISSION ORDERS
in New York and Philadelphia Steck Boards, eto,
ete. 606118 81

ELLIOTT & DUNN,
BANKERS,
NO. 109 SOUTH THIRD STREET,

PHILADELPHIA,

DRAW BILLS OF EXCHANGE ON THE UNION
BANK OF LONDON,

DEALERS IN ALL GOVERNMENT SEC
GOLD N — URITIES,

Reoelve MONEY ON DEPOSIT, allowing fnterest,
Execute orders for Stocks In Philadelphis, New
York, Boston, and Baltimore, ¢ 96%

(GLERDINNING, DAVIS & (o,

NO. 48 SOUTH THIRD STREET,
FPHILADELPHIA,

GLENDINNING, DAVIS & AMORY,

NO. 2 NABSAU BTREET, NEW YORK

BANEERS AND BROKERS,

Direct telegraphlo communication with the New
York Stock Boards from the Philadelphia Office. (199§

SMITH, RANDOLPH & CO.,
BANKERS,
PHILADELPHIA AND NEW YORK,

DEALERS IN UNITEP STATES BONDS, and MEM.

BERS OF STOCE AND GOLD EXCHANGE,

Recelve Aceounta of Banks and Baunkers on Libera
Terms,

IH8UR BILLS OF EXCHANGE ON
C. J, HAMBRO & SON, London.

B, METZLER, 8. BOHN & 0., Frankfort.
JAMES W. TUCKER & 00,, Paria

And Other Principal Cities, and Letters of Crealt
(184 Avalable Turoughout Buropa.
JOHN 8. RUSHTON & coO.,
No. 60 BOUTH THIRD STREET.
NOVEMBER COUPONS

AND
CITY WARRANTS
1068m  BOUGHT AND SOLD,

C!ITY WARRANTS

BOUGHT AND BOLD,

°o T- Y‘.K.'. Jrl' . oo--
NO. 20 SOUTH THIRD STREET,

PHILADELPHIA

1

FINANOIAL.

A Sver Per Ceat Gold Lomn

#$6,500,000,

THE KANSAS PAOIFIO RATLWAY, uow in sanoess
fal operation fram Kaoras Oity to Bueridan, proposes to
build an axtension to Deaver, (olorado. The Government
has granted Three Miltions of Acres of the fiasst lands ia
Kaoson and Colorado, which sre mortgaged for the seoa-

rity of & loun of
#6,500,000.

This loan Iasecured in the most sffectaal maoner. It

reprosants a road 1a profitable opeeation, and will open the

trade of the Rooky Mountalo countey and connegt it with

the groat markets of tha East. It ls comsidersd to bo one

of the bost loans in the market,

EVEN BETTER IN 80ME RFESPROTS THAN GOV
ERNMENT SEOURITIKS,

The loan bas thirtly years to run, prinoipal and (atereet
payable in gold, semiannually, seven per cont.

The coupons will bo payable semi-snnually in sither
Frankfort, London, or New York, and will be froe from
Government taxation, The bonds for the pressst are
sold In currency at Wi, with noorued intereat.

Uircalars, maps, sod pamplilsts sent on applioation.

DARNEY, MORGAN & CO,,
No. 58 EXCHANGE PLACE, NEW YORK.
M. K. JESUF & CO.,
No. 12 PINE STREET, NEW YORK.

Weo are anthorized to sell the bonds in Philadalphis,
offer them as a reliable lnvestment to our fripnda

TOWNSEND WHELEN & CO.,
No. 800 WALNUT Stroet,
PHILADELPHIA.

HOUSRE

10 27mwf Im

BANKING

or

JAY COOKE & CO.,

Nos. 112and 114 South THIRD Street,
PHILADELPHIA,

Dealers in all Governmont Securition.
Old 6-808 Wanted in Exchange for New.
A Liberal Difference allowed,
Compound Interest Notes Wanted,
Interest Allowed on Deposita,

COLLECTIONS MADE. STOCKS bought ad sold
on Commission.

Special business accommodations reserved fof
wdies,

We will recelve applications for Pollcles of Life
Insurance o the National Life Insarance Company
of the United States, Full Information given at oar
offlce, 10 1 8m

P. 8- PETERSON & CO..

Stock and Exchange Brokers,
NO. 39 SOUTH THIRD STREET,

Members of the New York and Philadelpus Stook
and Gold Boarda,
STOCKS, BONDS, Ete,, bought and sold en oem-
mission only ateither city 1264

CARPETINGS, ETO.

NEW CARPETINGS.

M'CALLUM, CREASE & SLOAN,

No. 509 CHESNUT STREET,

Importers and Retallers or

C AR PETINGS
Of every description,
FALL IMPORTATIONS.

NEW DESIGNS IN MOQUETTE,
CROSSLEY'S VELVETS, 6-4 WID®E,

In original and exclusive patterna.
1000 PIECOES BRUSSELS,

Of the best Eogitsh manufacture, of new and novel
styles, many of them designed expresaly for us,

1000 PIECES CROSSLEY TAPESTRIES,
All the newest stylea,

ENGLISH AND AMERICAN OIL CLOTHS,
McCALLUM, CREASE & SLOAN'S
CARPETING AND OIL CLOTH WAREHOUSE,

No, 509 CHESNUT STREET,

PHILADELPHIA,

98 wim3m QOpposite Independense Hall
NEW CARPETS.
AXMINSTERS,

WILTONS,
YELVETS,
BRUSSELS,

3-PLYS AND INGRAINS,

Venetians, Druggets, 0il Cloths, Bte,

LEEDOM & SHAW,
No, 910 ARCH STREET,

93 smrp _ PHILADELPHIA.

CENT.S FURNISHING QOODS.

HE FOUNT OF FASHION,
GENTS FURNISHING STORE,

MRS, MINNIE OUMMINGS bkas opsusd the above-
pamed place, at No. 119 South KIGHTH Strect, where
gontlemen o find evervohing in their line.

The best fitting, SHLRTS lo the city, resdy-made or
maoe Lo order,

Purctissors of twalve articles roceive the thirteenth ay &

Gifu
UMBRELLAS TO HIRE for i5 centa.
Handkercbiefs hemmed froe of cbarge.
Polite Balesladirs in attendance,
A oall is reapectfully solicited and satinfaction guar.

tood,
i MINNIE OUMMINGS,

98
PAT ENT SHOULDERSEAM
SHIRT MANUFACTORY,

AND GENTLEMEN'S FURNISHING STORR

PERFECTLY FITTING SHIRTS AND DRA' y
made ITom measurement at %shoﬂ notice,
LEMEN'S

All other articles of G

@OODS 1n full g -

DRl LN _H?P&IE%&

FINE DRESS SHIRTS
A¥D

GENTS' NOVELTIES,
J. W. 8COTT & CO,,
No. 814 CHESNUT Btreet, Philadeiphia,
o 2Tirp Four doors below ‘Continental lotel,
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